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FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4889 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 1165 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MINE WORKERS STRIKE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

1. SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER OF MINES AND LABOR AND MINISTER OF 
FINANCE MET WITH LEADERS OF THE MINE WORKERS UNION TODAY IN AN 
UNSUCCESSEUL EFFORT TO RESOLVE DISPUTE 

OVER ISSUE OF FIVE-DAY WEEK WHICH COULD RESULT IN STRIKE ON THE 
MINES BY UNION MEMBERS. EFFORT BY MINISTERS FOLLOWS SERIES OE 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN 

UNION AND CHAMBER OF MINES ON ISSUE WHICH PROVED ABORTIVE. 
STRIKE VOTE BY UNION IS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD WITHIN 
TEN DAYS. 

2. RECENT ERUPTION OF DISPUTE IS CULMINATION OF LONG DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN CHAMBER AND VARIOUS MINE UNIONS GOING BACK OVER AT 
LEAST ONE YEAR. DURING CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS LAST YEAR, CHAMBER 
AND VARIOUS UNIONS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE ON A FIVE DAY WEEK 
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YEAR CONTRACT PERIOD. MINE WORKERS UNION, WHICH IS COMPOSED OE ACTUAL 
UNDERGROUND MINERS, WAS UNION PRESSING MOST STRONGLY EOR EIVE 
DAY WEEK. OTHER UNIONS WERE LESS ANXIOUS OVER IMPLEMENTATION 
OE IDEA AND THE LATTER HAVE FINALLY OPTED TO EOREGO OBVIOUS 
ADVANTAGES BECAUSE OE PROBLEMS RELATED TO SHIET WORK, BONUSES 
AND OTHER ISSUES. ONCE OTHER UNIONS INDICATED THEY NO 
LONGER WISHED TO HAVE EIVE DAY WEEK, CHAMBER TOOK POSITION IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO IMPLEMENT EOR ONLY PART OP WORKFORCE, MINE WORKERS, 
HOWEVER, CONTINUED TO PRESS ISSUE EOR THEIR MEMBERS. 

3. SOUTH APRICAN LAW PRECLUDES STRIKE UNTIL OTHER REMEDIES 
HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED BUT PROVIDES EOR ARBITRATION ONLY IP BOTH 
SIDES TO DISPUTE AGREE. THUS PAR, 

MINE WORKERS HAVE REPUSED TO AGREE TO ARBITRATION. IP 
THEY CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THIS POSITION, STRIKE SEEMS INEVITABLE. 
BECAUSE OP CRUCIAL POSITION OP MINERS IN MINE OPERATION, SUCH 
A STRIKE COULD RESULT IN CLOSURE OF MINES WITH ALL THE EVIDENT 
ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS THIS WOULD INVOLVE. 

4. ALL UNIONS INVOLVED IN DISPUTE ARE WHITE AS THERE ARE NO 
BLACK UNIONS ON MINES. 

5. CONSULATE WILL CONTINUE TO POLLOW 
DEVELOPMENTS AND REPORT ACCORDINGLY. 

JOHNSON 
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